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Happy New Year to all of you! We are now at the halfway mark for the VFW Auxiliary Program 
Year; time seems to be passing at warp speed! Your work in the Hospital Program means so 
much to so many, and you make the world a better place through your actions. Did you know 
that some experts suggest that volunteering can cause the giver to be happier and healthier?  
A research report from the Mayo Clinic shows that volunteering can lead to better physical and 
mental health. Additionally, it can lower the rates of depression and anxiety, especially for 
people age 65 or older. That’s a great incentive to stay involved and recruit new helpers, so 
spread the word!   

 

The National Salute to Veterans is a time to pay tribute to veterans who are hospitalized or 
being treated at a medical center, as well as helping to create community awareness. 
Although the program was initiated by the VA, projects can also extend to local hospitals and 
nursing homes. Here are a few suggestions as to how 
you can help: 

Valentine’s Day is a great time to promote this 
program and to reach out to the community and 
encourage them to become involved. Ask 
schools or businesses to provide handmade 
cards with messages of thanks for veterans and 
deliver them to the facility of your choice.    
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Encourage your own VFW Auxiliary members to make special cards. It’s fun to do! Why 
not invite some non-members as well? Bring the kids and let them help. It will give them 
a greater idea about the service and sacrifice of all veterans.  

Inspire others to make visits to hospitalized veterans during this time, even if they are 
not members of the VFW Auxiliary. 

Provide treats, comfort items or other gifts in accordance with the needs of the facility.  

Plan a special event, such as bingo or other games. Entertainment would be great, 
too. 

Remember our World War II veterans. If not for them, we might be living in a whole 
different world than the one that all Americans enjoy today. Statistics show that only 
approximately 167,000 veterans from that war are still living. If there are World War II 
veterans residing in the facility in which you serve, you might consider doing something 
special to honor them, as the time to do so is growing short.      

  
 

In the past, when a hospitalized veteran died, most were simply removed from the facility with 
no acknowledgement of their sacrifice. The Honors Escort program provides a way for medical 
staff in the various facilities to provide a meaningful final goodbye to the veterans who have so 
valiantly served our country. It is a show of respect—not only for the veteran, but also to their 
family and loved ones. This program, which was initiated by the VA, ensures that veterans are 
not forgotten at their time of death; rather, they are remembered for their contributions to 
society. Although the Honors Escort was created by the VA, it can also be carried out in non-
VA facilities. 

 Honors Escorts may be performed by hospital staff, volunteers or friends and family (if 
they are present and wish to participate.) 

 Since it can’t be predicted when a person will die, it is important to have a group in 
place that can be there in a very short time. If not for this service, many veterans would 
die alone, as oftentimes family cannot not arrive in time; and sadly, in some cases, they 
may have no family at all. 

 Usually, such services include draping the body with the American Flag and folding it 
correctly when it is removed. Sometimes patriotic music is played over the speakers, 
which alerts others that a veteran has passed. 

 Auxiliaries can assist facilities by making monetary donations or providing American 
Flags for such services. Contributions should be earmarked specifically for the program.  



In each instance, the VFW Auxiliary should consult with the specific facility to determine 
how they can best assist with their needs for the Honors Escort program. 

Please keep sending your reports. I am anxiously 
awaiting details about your holiday projects and 
receiving your Hospital Promotions! Thank you for all 
you do. 

I wish all of you a happy, healthy and productive 2023.  
This is your year, and your opportunity to shine. Make it 
happen!      
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